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What is Victorian?



In the history of the United 

Kingdom, the Victorian era 

was the period of Queen 

Victoria's reign, from  June 

1837 until her death on  

January 1901. 





The Poetry written in 
England during the 

reign of Queen Victoria 
(1837-1901) is 
referred to as 

Victorian poetry. 



Following Romanticism, 
Victorian poets continued 

many of the previous era’s 
main themes, such as religious 
skepticism and valorization of 

the artist as genius; but 
Victorian poets also developed 
a distinct poetic sensibility.



The writers of this period 
are known for their 
interest in verbal 

embellishment, mystical 
interrogation, brooding 

skepticism, and 
whimsical nonsense. 



The most prolific and well-
regarded poets of the age 

included

Alfred, Lord 
Tennyson, Robert 

Browning, Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning, Matthew Arnold,

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems-and-poets/poets/detail/alfred-tennyson
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems-and-poets/poets/detail/robert-browning
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems-and-poets/poets/detail/elizabeth-barrett-browning
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems-and-poets/poets/detail/matthew-arnold


Historical 
background



England was moving 
steadily in the 

direction of 
becoming Europe´s 

most stable and 
prosperous country.



The industrial revolution, 
the railway age, steam 

engines were being used in 
mines, factories and ships. 

Small towns
were beginning to swell into 

smoky centers of 
manufacturing industry. 



Urban growth



Unable to adapt to the new
circumstances the peasant 

farmer had to leave his land 
and emigrate to the 

colonies or drift to the 
industrial towns

where there was a growing 
demand for labour. 



Growth of the 
economy



Economy grew from 1846 
because of Free Trade. Salaries 

were low and therefore, industries 
became

more competitive in terms of 
exports. The basis for this growth 

was: coal mining, iron foundry 
and the cotton

industry 



Victorian poetry is 

fundamentally a 

continuation of the 

Romantic movement. 



The Reform Bill 

of 1832



In 1832, Parliament 
passed a law 

changing the British 
electoral system. It 
was known as the 
Great Reform Act.



This was a response 
to many years of 

people criticizing the 
electoral system as 

unfair.



The Oxford 

Movement



The term ‘Oxford 
Movement’ is often 
used to describe the 
whole of what might 
be called the Catholic 
revival in the Church 

of England.



The main objective 

of this movement 

was to reform society 

and rescue it from 

the spiritual decay. 



● The High Victorian Poetry &

● The Pre-Raphaelite Poetry.



Characteristics 

(Features)

of Victorian Poetry 



Victorian poetry employs 
more humor and whimsy 
than the prior Romantic 

Period. Despite the whimsy, 
in the Victorian Era, poetry 
and literature take a more 

harsh and utilitarian view of 
nature and philosophy.



Victorian form favored narrative 
and length over the short, lyric 

poems that were popular in 
Romantic poetry. They 

emphasized imagery less, and 
instead they focused on meter 

and rhythm. Themes were much 
more realistic, identifying 

emotions such as isolation, 
despair and general pessimism.



Several factors that influenced 
Victorian poetry and literature 

were the conflicts between 
scientific discoveries, such as 

evolution, and faith, the 
industrialization of nations and 
a growing social consciousness 
about reform movements for 
better working conditions for 

women and children.



Even though many Victorian poets 
struggled with a loss of faith, there 

was still a sense of high morality that 
they held close and revered. Victorian 
poets were interested in classical and 
medieval literature. They loved the 
heroic stories and courtly attitudes. 
Through their writing, they tried to 

encourage readers toward more noble 
actions and attitudes.



The Victorian Poetry was quite 

realistic in nature and quite less 

idealized as compared to the 

Romantic Poets who were 

idealists and believed in Art for 

the Art Sake



Nature, that was everything 

for the Romantics lost that 

idealized status in the 

Victorian era and became 

just a source of leisure and 

inspiration for the poets.



Romantic Poetry mainly 

focused on rural and rustic life. 

It is no way related to city life. 

On the other hand, Victorian 

poets used language as well as 

themes common to city life and 

thus wrote about the masses and 

for the masses.



there was a drastic increase 

in the city population that 

gave rise to slums, poverty, 

unemployment, corruption 

diseases, deaths etc.



Victorian 

poetry was 

objective



Dramatic poetry 

and the use of 

dramatic 

monologue



Innovation in the use 

of poetic diction 

neglecting the 

everyday language of 

the romantics. 



Victorian poets paid 

attention to thought 

rather than to 

feelings



They are interested in 

politics and social 

problems and 

revolutionary ideas. 
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