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What is Literature? 

 

 Written works, especially those considered of superior or lasting 

artistic merit. 

  Imaginative or creative writing, especially of recognized artistic 

value. 

 

What is Poetry? 

Poetry is a composition that evokes emotion and imagination by the use 

of vivid, intense language, usually arranged in a pattern of words or lines 

with regularly repeated stress.  

Poetry expresses thoughts that are significant and sincere. It is marked by 

the presence of power, beauty and dignity. Because of these qualities, 

poetry is distinguished from other types of literature. 
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Why do We study English Literature? 

 

 To benefit from the insight of others. 

  To explore other cultures and beliefs. 

  To develop our language skills. 

  Literature is a way for man to express his thoughts, beliefs and 

ideas. It is an excellent way to educate the masses and is also a great 

way to escape from ordinary life.  

 

 

 

Poetic Devices 

 

 Structural devices: 

 

•  Contrast: It occurs when we find two completely opposite pictures 

side by side. Sometimes the contrast is obvious and sometimes 

implied. 

• Illustration : It usually takes the form of a vivid picture by which a 

poet may make an idea clear. 

• Repetition: Poets often repeat single lines or whole stanzas at 

intervals to emphasize a particular idea or theme. It is used to add 

special musical effects or when the poet wants us to pay very close 

attention to something. 

 

 Sense devices: 

 

• Simile: Is a direct comparison between two things. It can be 

recognized by the use of words like and as. 

• Metaphor: It is rather like a simile except that the comparison is not 

direct but implied: the words like and as are not used.  
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• Personification: It occurs when inanimate objects are given a 

human form, or when they are made to speak.  

 

 Sound Devices: 

 

• Alliteration: Is the repetition of the same sound at frequent 

intervals.  

• Onomatopoeia: It occurs in words which imitate sounds and thus 

suggest the object described. words like cuckoo, hum, buzz, swish, 

crash, jangle. 

• Rhyme: It usually occurs at the line endings in poetry and consists 

of words which have the same sound. 

• Assonance: It occurs when a poet introduces imperfect rhymes. It 

is often employed deliberately to avoid the jingling sound of a too-

insistent rhyme pattern.  

• Rhythm: Poetry has much in common with music. When we read a 

poem aloud, it is nearly always possible to notice that the sounds 

used follow a definite pattern and are meant to appeal to the ear. It 

is the pattern of which a poet imposes on the language he uses.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


