
Some noticeable differences between the structure of sentences in 

Object –Verb –In Old English texts, we find the Subject word order.Old and Modern English involve 

(or SVO) order most common in Modern English, but we can also find a number of different orders 

that are no longer used. For example, the subject could follow the verb, as in ferde he (“traveled 

he”), and the object could be placed before the verb, as in he hine geseah (“he him saw”), or at the 

beginning of the sentence, as in him man ne sealde (“*to+ him man not gave *any+”). In the last 

example, the use of the negative also differs from Modern English, since the sequence *not gave (ne 

was also possible, as in ne  A “double negative” constructionsealde) is no longer grammatical. 

sealdest þū næfre (“not gave you never”), where both ne (“not”) and næfre (“never”) are used with 

the same verb. We would now say You never gave rather than *You not gave never.                              

                                         

  Loss of Inflections 

In the following Old English sentence, we can see how all these distinct syntactic features result in a 

word order that is quite different from a Modern English version (“and you never gave me a kid”). 

Note that the word order is Verb–Subject–Object, or VSO, in contrast to the SVO of the 

contemporary language. and ne sealdest þū me næfre ān ticcen (and) (not) (gave) (you) (me) (never) 

(a) (kid)This example also gives a hint of the most sweeping change in the form of English sentences 

from the older period. This was the loss of a large number of inflectional suffixes from many parts of 

speech. Notice that, in the previous examples, the forms sealde (“he gave”) and sealdest (“you 

gave”) are differentiated by inflectional suffixes (-e, -est) that are no longer used in Modern English. 

Nouns, adjectives, articles and pronouns all had different inflectional forms according to their 

grammatical function in the sentence. (For more examples of changes, see Task E, on page 263.)        

                           

 


