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Socialization is the process of transmitting socially appropriate beliefs and
behavior patterns to an individual and making possible the development of
a self or personality.

What Functions Does Socialization Perform for Society?
- Maintaining Social Order:
An important function of socialization is to bring order to a society.

- Providing for the Continuation of society:

Socialization transmits culture and in this way provides for the continuation
of society.

- Transmitting Customs, Facts, and skills
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Theories of Socialization:

The Cognitive View: Piaget:

The Swiss psychologist Jean Piaget, His primary concern was with cognitive
development with the development of intellectual abilities.

Piaget discovered four distinct stages in the child's intellectual
development:

1 - The Sensorimotor Stage:



(birth to about age two) children explore the relationship between their
sensations and motor behavior (or movements).

2 — Preparational Stage:

(above ages two to seven) children learn to speak and to use word to
represent objects and images symbolically.

3 — Concrete Operational Stage:

(about age seven to twelve) children begin to perform logical operations,
They learn to consider more than one dimension at a time to look at an
object or person form different angles.

4 — Formal Operation Stage:

(beginning about age twelve) young people begin to think in abstract terms,
in solving problems, they search for general rules rather than following the
trail and error approach younger children use
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