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All of Jane Austen's novels are set against the background of daily life in
English Georgian society at the turn of the 19th century. As the name
indicates, the Georgian period covers the successive reigns of
kings George |, George Il, George Ill, and George IV. That of William
IV is also sometimes included.

This was a period of considerable progress, and was the precursor to
the Victorian era which followed. During Jane Austen's own life, Britain
suffered first the loss of its American colonies, then anxiety about
the French Revolution, after which it confronted and finally overcame
the Napoleonic Empire, and finally laid the foundations of the British
Empire.

From the social point of view, a new social order emerged at this time with
the beginnings of industrialisation. This was followed in the early years of
the 19th century by serious social unrest (such as the revolt of the Luddites)
caused by the economic changes it gave rise to and the anxieties that
accompanied it.

The Arts also flourished at this time, with tremendous output in all fields.
In architecture Robert Adam, John Nash and James Wyatt were active, and
the neo-gothic style emerged. In painting Thomas Gainsborough and Sir
Joshua Reynolds were the great names, and new painters such as J. M. W,
Turner and John Constable were gaining recognition.

In literature too there were a host of famous writers such as Samuel
Johnson and Samuel  Richardson, and poets such as Samuel
Coleridge, William Wordsworth, Percy Bysshe Shelley, John
Keats and Lord Byron. It was a time of progress in education for women,
leading to the proliferation of novels written and read by women, women
writers who included Jane Austen herself, and also predecessors such
as Fanny Burney, Ann Radcliffe and Maria Edgeworth.

Finally, the Georgian period was a time of moral questioning and debate.
The beginnings of feminism appeared at this time with Mary
Wollstonecraft and her groundbreaking work A Vindication of the Rights
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of Woman. Growing concern about slavery was another major
development, which soon led to the abolition of the slave trade (1807), and
ultimately to the abolition of slavery in the British Empire in 1833.
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