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Major Characters:

Mr. Henry Woodhouse - father to Emma. He is a wealthy, landed
gentleman and owner of Hartfield. He is a comic character who provokes
laughter by his constant references to food and health.

Miss Henry Bates - the daughter of a clergyman and the aunt of Jane
Fairfax. She is a poor middle-aged spinster who looks after her old mother.
Her comic, rambling talk, which reveals the stream of her thoughts, is a
chief source of laughter in the book.

Mrs. Augusta Elton - the wife of the vicar of Highbury. As the daughter
of a wealthy Bath tradesman, Mr. Hawkins, she brought a dowry of ten
thousand pounds to her marriage. She is a woman of affected manners, who
patronizes Jane Fairfax and boasts about her sister Selina and brother-in-
law, Mr. Suckling. She serves as a comic character in the book.

Mr. Weston - the middle-aged owner of Randalls. Although the son of a
respectable businessman in Highbury, he left to become a captain in the
army. He married a woman of fortune, Miss Churchill of Yorkshire, left
the army after his her death, allowed his small son to be adopted by his
brother-in-law, became a tradesman, earned a lot of money, and returned
to Highbury and bought a small estate. He then married Miss Taylor,
Emma'’s governess. He is extremely sociable, amiable, and proud of his son
Frank Churchill.

Isabella Knightley - the pretty, gentle, and affectionate elder sister of
Emma. She is married to John Knightley and lives at Brunswick Square in
London. She has five children, three sons and two daughters. She is a
devoted wife and a doting mother.

Mr. John Knightley - the husband of Isabella and a popular lawyer in
London. Intelligent and short-tempered, he is very frank and has no
patience for the peculiarities in the character of old Woodhouse.

Minor characters



Mr. Perry - the doctor in Highbury. He is much patronized by Mr.
Woodhouse.

The Coles - a merchant family who has bought a country house in
Highbury. They hope to interact with the landed gentry in Highbury and be
socially elevated.

Mrs. Goddard - the owner and mistress of a boarding school where the
young girls of good families are taught social graces and proper etiquette.



