
                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Wordsworth 
                          

 

1770-1850 



William Wordsworth Info 

 Lived 1770-1850 

 Was originally a believer in the French 

Revolution, then changed his mind when the 

new rulers were no better than the old ones. 

 Was a friend and mutual influence of Coleridge. 

 Called poetry “the spontaneous overflow of 

powerful feelings.”   

 



Lucy Poems 



“Strange fits of passion I have 

known” 

 A narrative recollection of the speaker’s 
trip to Lucy’s cottage during the evening 
as the moon sinks lower throughout the 
account. The moment that the night is 
deprived of the bright light of the moon, 
the 
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speaker—who has been recounting the 

journey and indicating the passionate 

place in his heart he hold for Lucy—

suddenly seems to back to the present 

as if breaking out of trance with the 

strange and unexpected question 

which brings the poem to its end as he 

wonders what “If Lucy should be dead.” 

 



“She dwelt among the 

untrodden ways” 
 

 



This poem offers a full portrait of Lucy, 

with information that if based on an 

actual person she was not famous and 

enjoyed few suitors and resided in a 

remote part of England near the River 

Dove. Her presence on earth was short 

and isolated enough to impact few, but 

for the speaker nothing less than 

everything about his life is different due 

to her absence. 



 

“Three years she grew  

in sun and shower” 

 

 



Lucy in his poem is depicted as maturing 

from child to woman over the course of three 

years in which nature takes possession of 

her and transforms her into the ideal 

woman. Nature carefully tends and nurtures 

her growth, cultivating a creature her.  
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“A slumber did my spirit seal” 



This short poem of just eight lines 

contemplates the loss of Lucy to early 

death in an almost objective tone 

lacking great depths of emotion. The 

speaker can seem either resigned to 

the inescapable realities of mortality or 

utter drained of the power to feel 

anything in light of the overwhelming 

loss. 



“I travelled among 

unknown men” 

 

 



The speaker reflects upon visiting place 

outside of England and how it took being 

away from is homeland to make him fully 

appreciate it. This newfound love for country 

commits him to a decision to never step foot 

off the island nation again. Only in the final 

four lines of the last stanza does Lucy finally 

make an appearance and her memory is 

connected with the memory of England, his 

love of country and his fidelity to never stray. 



The numerous 
interpretations of the 

poems can be 
grouped 

under four general 
heads  



The first is the "literal 
interpretation." which sees 
Lucy as some mountain girl 

whom Wordsworth 
knew in his youth, and who 
-met with an early death.  



The second 
group comprises the 

interpretations 
identifying Lucy with 
Wordsworth's sister 

Dorothy.  



The third group would 
interpret  

as Wordsworth's 
expression of the 

ideal English woman.  



The fourth, 
Lucy is interpreted as 

an expression of 
Wordsworth's Nature. 

 



 A critic named Catherine Punch in 
her book on Wordsworth notes that 
he often used fictitious names for 
friends and relations included in 

his poetry. "Wordsworth constantly 
introduces members of his 

family and friends into his poems, 
but very frequently either  

  

 



Without naming them just 
putting as a title or giving 
them fictitious names; thus 
Emmeline or Emma in his 

poems stands for his sister 
Dorothy, or Lora, Lura for his 
daughter Dora, Edward for his 

son Johnnie.”  



Another group of critics 
would identify Lucy with 

Wordsworth's sister Dorothy. 
Three facts contribute toward 

the support of this theory:  
 

 



(1) a letter to Coleridge,  
(2) Wordsworth's habit of 
concealing relatives and 

friends under pseudonyms. 
(3) A comment of Dorothy's to 

Coleridge.  
 



The second supporting fact for this 
interpretation is proposed in the 

latest definitive biography of 
Wordsworth by Mary Moorman who 
would identify Lucy and Dorothy on 

the grounds that Wordsworth used 
this name for Dorothy in other 

poems, notably "The Glow-Worm,”  
and “Nutting."  

 



The third support for this opinion 
is found in a latter of Dorothy  to 

Coleridge. When she sent him 
the poem  “strange fits of 

Passion" she added the comment 
that it was a special favorite of 

hers. This, Miss Moorman 
contends, could only be because 

the poem is about her.  
 

 

 



“She Dwelt ….” 
She Dwelt Among the Untrodden 
Ways' is a poem of three stanzas 

of four lines each. The first 
stanza tells us of how Lucy lived 

in a remote area where there 
was no one to love or praise her. 

No-one noticed her and her 
heavenly beauty. 



“I Travelled ….” 
 In this poem, having returned from 

this continental visit, the poet 
realized that he preferred England to 

other countries because of its 
association with Lucy. When living 
away from the country only one 

realizes the love and value of one's 
motherland. 



Here the condition of the poet 
is also same. He is so 

homesick that he makes a 
promise not to leave his 

motherland to live abroad 
again. Wherever he goes his 
country too goes with him in 
his memory and thoughts. 
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