
 

‘I travelled among 
unknown men’ 

 



 

•  „I travelled among unknown 

men‟ is about realizing how 

much one love‟s one‟s home 

country when one is away from 

it: compare He tells us that he 

will not leave England again, 

now he has realized how dear 

his native land is to him. 



 

 I travelled among unknown men, 

 

In lands beyond the sea; 

 

Nor, England! did I know till then 

 

What love I bore to thee. 
 

 



 

Like many Romantic poems, this work features 

the thoughts and feelings of a particular 

person—a “man speaking to men,” as 

Wordsworth himself once phrased the ideal. 

Even people who have not traveled abroad can 

easily relate to the idea that we especially 

appreciate our homes when we return to them 

after having been away. In this poem, the 

speaker refers to “unknown” people in a way 

that implies people who are not only unfamiliar 

but who have a different culture and speak a 

different language.  



 

Tis past, that melancholy dream! 

 

Nor will I quit thy shore 

 

A second time; for still I seem 

 

To love thee more and more. 

 



 

 

Among thy mountains did I feel 

 

The joy of my desire; 

 

And she I cherished turned her wheel 

 

Beside an English fire. 



 

In the second half of the poem, 

Wordsworth‟s love for England 

becomes combined with his love for 

Lucy, but in the final stanza, the use 

of the past tense and the reference to 

„the last green field / That Lucy‟s 

eyes surveyed‟ reveal that Lucy has 

died. Wordsworth is pining for an 

England he left behind, and for a girl 

who is no more. 



 

Poetic Devices 
• Stanza form 

• Rhyme 

• Repetition 

• Alliteration 

• Imagery  

• Tone 

 



 

Stanza form 

 

The poem is made of 4 

stanzas of 4 lines each. 
 

 



 

Rhyme: 

The poem has a regular 

rhyme scheme of ABAB. 

The last words of first and 

third lines, and of second 

and fourth lines rhyme with 

each other. 



 

Repetition: 

There is some repetition in 

the last line of the second 

stanza in the form of „more 

and more‟. The name is 

repeated in the last stanza. 



 

Alliteration: 

There is some 

alliteration in the third 

line of the second 

stanza; „A second time; 

for still I seem‟. 



 

Imagery: 

There is some imagery in 

the last stanza. We can see 

Lucy sitting under a cool 

shade of a tree, looking out 

at the wide green fields and 

playing. 



 

Tone 

The tone of the poem at the 

beginning is full of 

homesickeness. This turns 

to sad and melancholic in 

the last two stanzas.. 



 

Conclusion 

 

1 - William Wordsworth writes a 

beautiful and melancholic love poem 

in which he talks of his love for his 

homeland, England and for his 

„love‟, Lucy. 



 

2 - The poem takes a turn from the 

speaker saying he missed his 

homeland to the speaker speaking of 

Lucy. The „still‟ used in the second 

stanza now makes sense.  

3 -  England was where the speaker‟s 

love, Lucy died and yet he found 

himself to love England more and 

more.   



4 - England to the poet, is Lucy; to 

him at least the two things mean the 

same. In missing one, he misses the 

other; in discovering the depth of his 

love for one, he discovers the depth 

of his love for the other. 
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