
“WHEN WE TWO PARTED”  

Lord Byron  



The Poem  

   When we two parted 

In silence and tears, 

Half broken-hearted 

To sever for years, 

Pale grew thy cheek and cold, 

……………………… 

Truly that hour foretold 

Sorrow to this. 



 The dew of the morning 

Sunk chill on my brow— 

It felt like the warning 

Of what I feel now. 

Thy vows are all broken, 

And light is thy fame; 

I hear thy name spoken, 

And share in its shame. 



  They name thee before me, 

A knell to mine ear; 

A shudder comes o'er me— 

Why wert thou so dear? 

They know not I knew thee, 

Who knew thee too well— 

Long, long shall I rue thee, 

Too deeply to tell. 



   In secret we met— 

In silence I grieve, 

That thy heart could forget, 

Thy spirit deceive. 

If I should meet thee 

After long years, 

How should I greet thee?— 

With silence and tears. 



Summary  

   The first stanza  sets up the parting of the 
two lovers. The second stanza continues the 
sense of foreboding as the speaker awakes 
with the morning dew “chill on my brow” 
(line 10). He believes this chill to have 
been a “warning / Of what I feel now” 
(lines 11-12). His beloved has broken all 
vows (line 13), and the sound of the 
beloved’s name brings shame to both lover 
and beloved (lines 15-16). 



The name of the beloved carries over into the third 
stanza as an unknown. An equally unknown 
“they” speak the beloved’s name, which sounds 
as a “knell” (line 18) in the speaker’s ear. He 
shudders and wonders why the beloved was so 
dear. He compares his love to those others’ 
concern; they do not know of the speaker’s 
intimate knowledge of the one they name so 
casually (lines 21-23). The speaker concludes 
that he shall mourn the beloved’s loss “Too 
deeply to tell” (line 24). 



About the poem  

    The poem was first published 

in 1816, but Byron falsely 

attributed its writing to 1808 in 

order to protect the identity of 

its subject, Lady Frances 

Wedderburn Webster.  



About the poem  

The poem is autobiographical in 

that it recounts Byron’s 

emotional state following the 

end of being parted with a 

person who loved.   

 



“When We Two Parted” is 

a lyric poem made up of 

four octets, each with a 

rhyme scheme 

ABABCDCD.  

Analysis 



 The idea at the end of each of the first 

three stanzas is carried over into the 

first two lines of the following stanza, 

unifying the poem’s content together 

across the stanza breaks to unify the 

author’s sense of sadness at the 

melancholy.  

Analysis 



 The poem begins with 

the bleak tone of 

despair which will 

characterize the entire 

work. 

Analysis 



 The imagery of coldness carries 

over from the end of the first stanza 

into the beginning of the second 

stanza with the chilly dew upon 

Byron’s brow, suggesting his 

…………………… .   

Analysis 



 Byron is writing a poem about his 

suffering, he claims the hurt is still 

too deep to speak of (line 24)—

using the poetic convention of 

having emotions too deep for 

words even while he tries to write. 

Analysis 



 He ends the poem predicting his 

reaction at some future meeting 

years later: how would he greet 

her? Again there would be silence, 

but also sadness: “silence and 

tears” (line 32). 

Analysis 



analysis 

Perhaps this is because the grief felt by the 

poet at parting was so intense that he chose 

to leave the words as they were and didn't 

bother with thinking of a title. The pronoun 

"we" is used by the poet to make the reader 

share the same feelings of intense grief and 

sorrow experienced by the poet/character, 

as if it were his own. 

 

 



Conclusion  

1 - The poet tells that even if meets her after a 

very long time he will greet her in the same 

way i.e. with silence and tears but with a 

difference. In the beginning, the grief which 

was at parting, was shared by both of them, 

but now the man is alone in his grief which id 

caused by the grief and sorrow at her 

betrayal. Structure and tone.   



Conclusion  

2 - The poem, which is a lyric, does 

have a rhythm and rhyme to it. The 

poet uses the central image of cold 

to link the stanzas. The pronoun we 

is used to make the reader share the 

same indescribable feeling of sorrow 

felt by the poet at the time of parting. 



Conclusion  

3 - The first line of the poem is also its title... 

this is because the poet was too grieved to 

make up a title. The phrase "silence and tears 

implies the intensity of their grief and also tells 

us that because of that they had to part in 

"silence" because they themselves couldn't 

describe it. The central image which is of cold 

is used repeatedly to imply sorrow and grief. 



The repetition of “silence and tears” at the 

beginning and end of the poem hints the 

poet’s inability to leave the pain behind. 

He is trapped in a state of grieving a lost 

love. It is all the more hurtful that he lost 

her to another man, and all he can offer 

her is that he will protect her identity by 

grieving alone. 

Conclusion  
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