
                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

          John Keats 

             1795-1821 



  (born October 31, 

1795, London, 

England— died February 

23, 1821, Rome, Papal 

States [Italy]), 

https://www.britannica.com/place/London
https://www.britannica.com/place/Rome
https://www.britannica.com/place/Papal-States
https://www.britannica.com/place/Papal-States


• lyric poet who devoted his 
short life to the perfection of 
a poetry marked by vivid 
imagery, great sensuous 
appeal, and an attempt to 
express a philosophy 
through classical legend. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/legend


Among all the Romantics, 
Keats was the last to born and 
first to die.  

But quite surprisingly he 
achieved in 26 years what 
other could not get ever the 
whole of their life. Keats is also 
said to be the most romantic of 
all the romantics.  



• Keats is a pure 

romantic poet. He 

writes poetry for the 

sake of poetry.  
  

 



    He believes in art for 

art’s sake. He does not 

write poetry for any 

palpable design or any 

propaganda. 

 



His major 

concern is to 

give pleasure.    
 



  Keats is least 

concern with the 

social issues of 

life.    
 



Love for nature is the 

chief characteristic of all 

he romantics. Keats 

also loves nature but he 

loves nature for the 

sake of nature.    

 



 

He only 

admires the 

beauty of 

nature.  



Keats was a pure poet 

as he does not project 

any theory in his poetry. 

Keats believes in 

Negative Capability – 

the capability of being 

impersonal.     



 Keats does not involve his personal 

feelings in his poetry. He writes 

poetry only for pleasure but Shelley 

lacks Negative Capability.  

 



Shelley lends his 

personal sorrow and 

feeling in his poetry. He 

could not be impersonal 

and writes about his 

feelings and sorrows.    

 



Keats is a 

sensuous poet.    
 



It means that he 

writes his poetry 

with his penta 

senses.  



The whole of our 

body is involved 

in his poetry 

when we read 

him. 



Keats’ imagery 

shows the 

calmness of 

Keats’ mind.  



Keats was also 

Hellenistic like all 

romantics. He was 

inspired by 

Hellenism.  



There are many 

Hellenistic features in 

his poetry such as his 

love for Greek literature, 

his love with Greek 

sculpture and art.  



 









Major Themes: Death, immortality, 

mortality and poetic imaginations 

are  the major themes of this ode. 

Keats says that death is an 

unavoidable phenomenon. He 

paints it in both negative and 

positive ways. On the one hand, its 

presence decays the human spirit, 

while on the other hand, it offers 

the realm of free eternity.  



The poet also presents 

the life and melodious 

song of the 

nightingale;to him, life is 

mortal, but the song of 

the nightingale is 

immortal. 
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