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Time Frame 
    1) 1 minute 
    2) 1 minute 
    3) 15 seconds 
    4) 1 minute 

o Rinse with water between each step 



Gram positive 
cocci in clusters: 

Staphylococci  

Gram positive 
cocci in chains: 

Streptococci 

Gram positive 
bacilli in chains: 

Bacillus anthracis 



Gram negative 
bacilli: 

 Escherichia coli 

Gram negative 
cocci: Neisseria 

species 









Time Frame 
    1+2) 5-10 minutes 
    3) 3-5 minutes 
    4) 2 minutes 

Application of 
carbol fuchsin  

(primary stain)  

Application of heat 
(mordant)  

Application of acid 
alcohol (decolorizer)  

Application of 
methylene blue 
(counter stain)  

1 3 4 2 

o Rinse with water between each step 



Pink bacilli – Acid fast 
bacteria/bacilli  
M. tuberculosis 

Blue colored bacteria – 
Non-acid fast  





Capsule Stain Spores stain Flagella stain 




