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Definition of a Vowel Sound:

A vowel is a speech sound, which is produced by comparatively open
configuration of the vocal tract, with vibration of the vocal cords but without
audible friction, and which is a unit of the sound system of a language that

forms the nucleus of a syllable.

Vowels are produced by air passing through different mouth-shapes; the
differences in the shape of the mouth are caused by different positions of the

tongue and the lips. It is easy to see and feel the tongue differences.

Vowels must be learned by listening and imitating, for instance, the vowel
sound /o:/ in the word ‘saw’ /so:/ is produced, while the forms of the lips are
round, and the back of the tongue is in a position mid-way between the highest
and lowest position. To pronounce this long vowel, you need to listen to the

native speaker how he produces it focussing on the shapes of the lips and the
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position of the tongue when producing it. The other matter is that the listener
should listen to the speaker while producing this long vowel and imitates the
way he produces the sound different times. However, all vowels are considered
voiced and oral because in their production, the vocal cords are virbrating and
the soft palate (velum) is raised. These sounds make no obstruction to the flow

of air when it passes from the larynx to the lips.
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Classification of Vowel Sounds:

Vowels are classified into simple vowels, diphthongs and triphthongs (Vowel

Sequence).

A. Simple VVowels are single vowel sounds, which are also called pure vowels
because in their production they remain constant and do not glide to other
vowels. Simple vowels are subdivided into long vowel sounds and short vowel
sounds. Long vowels are marked by two dots (:), and they are longer than short

vowels in production.



The chart below illustrates the position of the tongue and shape of the lips when

producing each vowel sound.

Front Centre Back
Close ; ou:
1@ 00
Half close
@O
d,3!
e
Half open
A
e @D
Open ae
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Description of English Long VVowels Sounds:

1. The portion of the tongue that is involved in the articulation: front, central
or back.

2. The tongue's position related to the palate: high, mid or low.

3. The shape of the lips: rounded or unrounded (spread).

4. The length or duration of vocalization: long or short.

1. /i:/ It is long, close, front, unrounded vowel sound.

It is spelt in the following letters:

ee beef /bi:f/
e she /[i./

ea eat /1:t/

ie field /fi:1d/

el  receive /r1'si:v/



ey key /ki:/

I machine /mo’fi:n/

S0, it can occur in intial, medial and final positions of words.
2. /a:/itis a long, open, back, unrounded vowel sound.

a art /a:t/

ar lark /la:k/

ear hear /ha:t/

3. /3:/ it is a long, between half-open and half-close positions, back, and

rounded vowel sound.

Cord /ko:d/, ward /wo:d/, saw /so:/, /'da:ta(r)/, wall /wo:1/, bought /bo:t/, horse
/ha:s/

4. /u:/ it is a long, close, back, rounded vowel sound.

Moon /mu:n/, move /mu:v/, group /gru:p/, blue /blu:/



5. /.3:/ it is long sound between half-close and half-open positions,

central, unrounded vowel sound.

Purse /p3:s/, firm /f3:m/, lurk /13:k/, word /w3:d/
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Description of English Short VVowels:

1. i/ it is a short, above the half-close position, front, unrounded vowel
sound.

It can be represented in the following letters:

I bid /brd/
y city /'stti/
e pretty /'priti/

2. lel it is a short, between half-close and half-open positions, front and
unrounded vowel sound.



It can be represented in the following letters:

e bed /bed/
ea head /hed/

a any /‘eni/

It occurs in initial and medial positions only.

3. /&l it is a short, a little above the open position, front and unrounded
vowel sound.

Bad /baed/, lack /lek/, tan /ten/, act /eekt/, apple / apl/.

This sound occurs in initial and medial positions of words as shown in the
above words.

4. /olit is a short, open, back and rounded vowel sound.

It can be represented in the following letters:



0 lock /lok/

a want /wont/

ou cough /kof/

ow knowledge /' nolidz/

au because /b1'kpz/

Again, this sound occurs in initial and medial positions of words as shown in the
above words.

5. /ol itis a short, above the half-close position, back, rounded vowel sound.

It can be represented in the following letters:

u should /fud/

0 woman / 'womoan/

oo foot /fot/

ou would /wod/

The sound /u/ occurs only in medial positions.



position, central, unrounded -6. /a/ it is a short, a little below the half open
vowel sound.

u cut/kat/
0 son/san/
ou young/jay/
00 blood /blad/

oe does /daz/

It occurs only in initial and medial positions.

7. [3/ it is a short, between half-close and half-open positions, central,
unrounded vowel sound.

This is the shortest and weakest vowel among the pure English vowel sounds. It
occurs in different positions as there are many letters from which this sound is

produced.
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B. Diphthongs are two vowel sounds combined togther to form a new vowel
sound within one syllable. Simply, a diphthong is a glide from one vowel to
another, and the whole glide acks like one of the long or simple vowels. The

diphthongs of English are divided into three groups:

- those which end in /o/ as in /ao/ |, lav/
- those which end in /1/ as in /al/ , /el/ /o1/

- those which end in /of as in /eal ,[1a/, [val

Description of English Dipthongs:

1. /au/ it is a closing diphthong that begins at a back position between half-
close and open positions and moves towards /v/.

both /baw6/, so /sav/, boat /baut/, low /lav/, snow /snav/ etc.

2. lavl it is a closing diphthong that begins at a point between the half-open
and open back and central positions, and then moves towards/u/.

Now /nau/, loud /lavd/, found /faovnd/, town /tavn/, etc.

3. /er/ it is a closing diphthong that begins at a point below the half-close

front position and then moves towards /v/.
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Late /lert/, paper /' peipa(r)/, rake /reik/, play /pler/, etc.

4. lar/ it is a closing diphthong that begins at a point slightly behind the
front open position and then moves in the direction of /v/.
White /wart/, rice /rais/, like /laik/, etc.

5. /or/ it is a closing diphthong that begins at a point between back half-

open and open positions and moves towards /1/.

Boy /bot/, oil /o1l/, voice /vars/, annoy /2" not/, joint /d3oint/, etc.

6. /1a/ it is a centering diphthong that begins at a centralized front half-close
position and moves towards /a/ which is more open.
Fear /fia(r)/, beard /brad/, fierce /fias/, etc.

7./ ed /it is a centering diphthong that begins at a point in the half-close
front position and moves in the direction of /3/.
bare /bea(r)/, air /ea(r)/, hair /hea(r)/, rarely /'reali/, etc.

8. /val it is a centering diphthong that begins at a centralized front half-

close position and then moves in the direction of /a/.
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Poor /pua(r)/, surely /' [vali/, furious /' fjuarias/, etc.
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C. Vowel sequences (Triphthongs).

Vowel Sequence or Triphthong is a combination or sequence of three

vowel sounds. The triphthongs include the following types:

l.ar + 99— ard

Tyre /'tara(r)/, trial /'tramal/, quiet /'kwarot/, buyer /'baia(r)/, flyer
/' flara(r)/

2.a0+3 — aud
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Tower /'tava(r)/, powerful /'pavofl/, flower /'flava(r)/, bower

/"bava(r)/, ours /'avaz/, coward /' kavad/

3.e1 + 93 —en

Player /'plera(r)/, greyer /grera/, betrayal /bi'treial/, layer /'lera(r)/,
stayer /'stero(r)/

4.0 + 9 — 09

mower /'mauva(r)/, rower /'rova(r)/, lower /lova(r)/, sower /'saua(r)l/.

51 + 3 —

Lawyer /'loro(r)/, employer /im'plota(r)/, royal /'roral/, annoyance

/2" norons/
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6.1. Word groups and Stress

When the speaker talks, he does not use a single word, rather he uses groups of
words in a continuous way. The system of speaking is governed by a pause
(break), but pausing, which means stopping for a while, is not used during the
talk instead it is used after a group of words. These groups are divided into three

forms:

1. Long Group consists of a compound or complex sentence.

How did you manage to do it so neatly and tidily?

2. Intermediate Group consists of a simple sentence or phrase.

Come over here a minute.

3. Short Group consists of one word only.

Yes
No
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When there are longer elements in an utterance, the speaker must break them up

into connected groups as shown in the example below:

Last Wednesday | wanted to get up to London early so | caught a train

about half an hour before my usual one  and I got to work about half past eight

When one group is very closely connected grammatically to the next, there is a
very slight pause, which is marked by the two brackets (). But when two groups
are not so closely connected grammatically, there should be a longer pause,
which is marked by the brackets (). Also, this double bar (brackets) is used to

mark the end of a complete sentence.
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6.2. Stressed and Unstressed Syllables

Definition of Syllable:

A syllable is a unit of speech which is single and has a sound. It may have a

vowel sound or one or more consonants surrounding it.
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A stressed syllable is the part of a word, which is said with greater force and
greater emphasis than the other syllables. Conversely, an unstressed syllable is
a part of a word, which is uttered with less force and emphasis than the stressed

syllable. Consider the following example:

| could hardly believe my eyes / a1 kod *ha:dli br*li:v mar *aiz /

The words hardly, believe, and eyes are stressed. The mark of stress is the

asterisk (*) placed over the stressed syllable.

The difference between stressed syllable and unstressed syllables:

1. All words of more than one syllable are stressed.

2. Words of one syllable are generally not stressed if they are purely
grammatical words like personal pronouns, (I, me, she, he, they, them, etc.),
prepositions (to, at, in, on, etc.), articles (the, a, an). Other words are stressed
like lexical verbs (eat, drink, take, love, try, etc.), adjectives such as (good, blue,
long, cold, etc.), adverbs like (well, just, quite) and so forth. These are the open-

class words that give full meanings and provide us with basic information.
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3. Syllables which are not stressed often contain the vowel / of because this
vowel occurs in unstressed syllables, and it does not occur in stressed syllables.
For instance, the word (verb) ‘contain’ has two syllables: /kan*tein/, the first
one is unstressed because it has the vowel / o/, whereas the second one is
stressed. On the other hand, the word (noun) ‘contents’ /*kontent/ has two

syllables, the first one is stressed because it has the clearer vowel sound /v/.

Word Transcription | Word Transcription
Permit (v.) /pa*mit/ Perfect [*p3:fikt/(Adj)
Provide (v.) /pro*vard/ Progress [*prougres/(n.)

Photograph (n.) |/*fouto*gra:f/ Photography [fo*tografi/(n.)

Prepare (v.) Ipri*pes(r)/ Preparation [*prepo*rerfn/(n.)
Combine(v.) /kom*bain/ Combination [*kombr*nerfn/(n.)
Convent (n.) [*konvant/ Invent /in*vent/(v.)
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6.3. Weak Forms of Words

Weak forms are those function (grammatical) words that are used in full
sentences. Weak forms consist of articles, auxiliary verbs, pronouns,
possessives, prepositions, and conjunctions. The weak forms usually contain the

vowel sound /ao/.

Word Type of | Weak Form Example
Word
and Conjunction |an Black and white /*blaek an *warit/
Had=d Auxiliary d (Used after I, | They’d left home /0e1d *left *houm/
he, she, we you,
Verb they)
can Auxiliary Ikan/ How can I help? /*hau kan a1 *help/
Verb
some Quantifier /sam/ | need some paper. /ar *ni:d sam
*perpa/
at Preposition | /at/ Come at once. /*kam at *wans/
For Preposition | /for/ before | Come for tea. /*kam far *ti:/
consonants
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For Preposition | for/ before | Come for a meal. /*kam for o *mi:l/
vowel
to Preposition | /to/ before | To stay or to go. /ts *ster o: ts *gov/
consonants
to Preposition | /tu:/ before | | wanted to ask you. /a1 *wontid tu:
vowels (strong | *a:sk ju:/
form)
a Article lof before | /o *paond o *de1/
consonants
an Article fan/ before | /*haev an *&pl/
vowels
the Article 0o/ Weak | The picture / 9o *piktfa(r)/
Form
Before
consonant
the Article /01:/ Strong | The answer /0i:*a:nsa(r)/
Form
he Pronoun /hi:/ Did he win? /*did hi: *win? /
him Pronoun fim/ Give him to /*grvim *tu: /
his Pronoun 1zl | like his tie /ar *laik 1z *tar /
do Auxiliary /da/ weak Form | How do they know? /*hau da Oer
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Before *nov ?/
consonant
do Auxiliary /du:/ strong | How do | know? /*hau du: ar *nov
Form 2/
Before vowel
does Auxiliary Idaz/ When does the train leave? /*wen
daz ds *trem *li:v ?/
am Auxiliary m (after I) | am tired. /ar m *tarad /
am Auxiliary fam/ used | When am | to be there? /*wen am ar
elsewhere to *bi: *0eo ?/
was Auxiliary Iwaz/ The weather was terrible! /0o
*wedar woz *teroabl/
have Auxiliary V after I, we, | You’ve broken it. /ju:v *brovkan it/
you, they,
have Auxiliary favl used | The men have gone. /0a *men av
elsewhere *gon/

These function words are weak forms in these contexts, but they also have

strong forms when they are used in the following cases:
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1. Whenever the word is stressed, it can be strong, such as can 1? /*kan ar / do
they? /du: der/

2.Whenever the word is final in the group, it should be strong, such as you are |

don’t /a1 *doont/.
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6.5. Rhythm Units

Rhythm means that stressed syllables tend to occur at relatively regular intervals
whether they are separated by unstressed syllables or not. There is at least one
stressed syllable in every word group in English. This stressed syllable sounds

stronger and louder than the other unstressed syllables in the word group.

Within the word group there is at least one stressed syllable (//*wen?//, //*su:n

*nav? *jes).
a1 *gaovm *haom to*der

a1 *gaom *haom fo *krismas
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In this way of arrangement any unstressed syllable before the stressed syllable is
said very quickly and does not affect the length of syllables before it. Any
unstressed syllable after the stress is considered as part of the stress group.
However, a unit of this kind, with a stressed syllable as its center and any
unstressed syllables which may come before it and after it, is called a rhythm

unit. Thus, ar *gawuiny is a rhythm unit, and so is *houvm and so is fo *krismas.

How do you decide what words or syllables go together in a rhythm unit?
The following rules decide whether the words or syllables are rhythm units
or not:

1. Any unstressed syllables at the beginning of a word group must go together

with the following stress group:

Jar waz 1in *landan /

2. If the unstressed syllable(s) is part of the same word as the stress syllable they

belong to the same rhythm group:

[*tfi:pa *feaz/

3. If unstressed syllable(s) is closely connected grammatically to the stressed

word, although not a part of that word, they belong to the same rhythm unit:
23



[*givit ta*dzon/

4. If you doubt as to which rhythm unit unstressed syllables belong to, put them
after a stress rather than before it. Thus, in He was older than me, if you doubt
about /dan/, put it with /oulda/ /mi:/:

/hi:waz *oould dan *mi; /

6.6. Fluency

To pronounce words in a group, the speaker must pay attention to the following
cases:

1. The speaker must utter the words in a group fluently without hesitation or
gaps between the words and without stumbling. The speaker should divide the

sentence into groups, as shown in the example below:

| went home on the Sunday morning train.
2. The speaker must go smoothly and continuously when uttering two words

where the first ends with a vowel and the second starts with a vowel, the

speaker must glide from one vowel to another without break, e.g.:
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He’s always asking awkward questions. /hiiz  *o:lweiz  *a:skip *o:kwad

*kwestfon/
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6.7. Changing Word Shapes

Alteration
One sound may be altered to another sound due to the effect of the following
sound, and in phonetics this process is called fusion or coalescence, as shown in

the following cases:

1. /p/ replaces /t/ as in right place = /raip pleis/

2. /bl replaces /d/ as in hard path /ha:b pa:6/

3. /m/ replaces /n/ as in ten men /tem men/

4. [kl replaces /t/ before (k or g) as in white coat /waik kout/
that girl /deeg g3:1/
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5. /g/ replaces /d/ as in red gate /reg gert/
6. /y/ replaces /n/ as in one cup /wan kap/

7. 1[I replaces /s/ (before forj)
as in nice shoes /nar [ fu:z/

as in this year /01 [ jia(r)/
8. I3/ replaces /z/ as in those shops /8ou73 Jops/

However, these alterations are used in connected speech when the speakers
speak quickly. In another kind of alteration, the strong consonant replaces a
weak consonant in a compound word: fivepence / farf pens/ and newspaper

/'nju:sperpa(r)/

d_pdilal) 3 jualaall g gciaa

Disappearance

It means the omission of sounds in certain contexts. To omit sounds, the

following rules must be followed:
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1. /-st/ + stop: last time: /la:s taim /
a. /-st/ + nasal: best man /bes meaen/

b. /-st/ + friction: west side /wes said/

2. [-ft/ + stop: lift boy /Iif bar/
a. /- ft / + nasal: left knee /lef ni:/

b. /-ft / + friction: soft snow /sof snov /

3. /-nd / + nasal: blind man /blain man/

a./-nd / + weak stop: tinned beans /tin bi:nz/

4. [-md / + nasal: skimmed milk /skim milk/

a. /-nd / + weak stop: it seemed good /1t si:m gud/
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