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» Ecological succession is the process by which
communities in a particular area change over time.

» Succession takes place as a result of complex
interactions of biotic and abiotic factors.
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% Primary succession refers to colonization of a region where there is no pre-existing
community. Examples include:

v" Newly emerged coral atolls, volcanic islands.

Newly formed glacial moraines.

v'Islands where the previous community has been extinguished by a volcanic eruption.
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%+ Secondary succession occurs where an existing community has been cleared by a
disturbance that does not involve complete soil loss.
v Such disturbance events include cyclone damage, forest fires and hillside slips.
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