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Direct Method

The Direct Method

Introduction

As with the Grammar-Translation Method, the Direct Method is not new. Its
principles have been applied by language teachers for many years. Most recently, it
was revived as a method when the goal of instruction became learning how to use
another language to communicate. Since the Grammar-Translation Method was not
very effective in preparing students to use the target language communicatively, the
Direct Method became popular.

The Direct Method has one very basic rule: No translation is allowed. In fact, the
Direct Method receives its name from the fact that meaning is to be conveyed
directly in the target language through the use of demonstration and visual aids, with
no recourse to the students’ native language. We will now try to come to an
understanding of the Direct Method by observing an English teacher using it in a
scuola media (lower-level secondary school) class in Italy. The class has 30 students
who attend English class for one hour, three times a week. The class we observe is at

the end of its first year of English language instruction in a scuola media.

Experience

The teacher is calling the class to order as we find seats toward the back of the room.
He has placed a big map of the USA in the front of the classroom. He asks the
students to open their books to a certain page number. The lesson is entitled
‘Looking at a Map.” As the students are called on one by one, they read a sentence
from the reading passage at the beginning of the lesson. The teacher points to the part

of the map the sentence describes after each has read a sentence. The passage begins:



We are looking at a map of the United States of America. Canada is the country to
the north of the United States, and Mexico is the country to the south of the United
States. Between Canada and the United States are the Great Lakes. Between Mexico
and the United States is the Rio Grande River. On the East Coast is the Atlantic
Ocean, and on the West Coast is the Pacific Ocean. In the east is a mountain range
called the Appalachian Mountains. In the west are the Rocky Mountains.



