What Is a Descriptive Essay?

A descriptive essay offers a vivid description of a particular subject. Good descriptive writing
can take the form of newspaper articles, book reports, research papers, accounts of a single
event, travelogues, and memoirs of a personal experience.

\What Is the Purpose of a Descriptive Essay?

Descriptive essays give readers a more robust understanding of a particular topic by fleshing it
out with concrete details and figurative language. After reading a descriptive essay, you should
walk away with a clear picture of the subject at hand, whether it’s a historical episode, a
geographic location, or a work of art. Descriptive essays also benefit the person writing them.
Whether the subject of your essay is something personal, like your favorite movie or favorite
food, or something of cultural importance, this type of essay is fundamental to learning the art of
descriptive writing.

How to Write a Descriptive Essa

The best descriptive essays are organized, full of detail and sensory language, and focused more
on fact than opinion. The writing tips below can provide a step-by-step template for writing
descriptive essays.

Choose a specific topic

Compile information

Make an outline

Write the introductory paragraph

Write body paragraphs.

Summarize the essay in the concluding paragraph.
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