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Grammar Reference

Unit 1

11 Tenses

‘This unit bas examples of the Present Simiple and Present Continuous,
the Past Simple, and two future | Eﬂm:tsc goitig 1o and the Present
Continuous for the future,

All these tenses are covered again in later units,

Present tenses - Unit 2

FPast tenses Linit &

Future forms  Units Sand 9

The aim in this unit is to revise what you know.

Present tenses:
He lives with his parents.
She speaks three languages.
Pm enjoying the course,
Thiy're studying at university.

HIeent i eney WAt oot «
She came to England three years ago.
Future forms
I'm going to work as an interpreter.
What are you doing tonight?

12 Questlons

.-Qnesums with question words
- Questions can begin with a question word.
what where which how
‘who when why whose
Where's the station?
Why are vou lau r?
Whose Ls}rhss c::-agtl:‘?Jn %
How does she go t work!
2 What, which, and whose can be followed by a noun,
What size do you take?
What sort of music do you like?
Which coat is yours?
Whose book is thist
3 Whidhis gen:rallr used when there i a limited choice.
Which is your husband? “The blond one or the darlcone?
This rule is not always true.
m:h newspaper do you read?
4 Howcan he fol]uwedby an adjective or an adverb,
How big is his new car?-
How fast does it go?
Howean also be followed by miichior pany.
How much is this sandwich?
How mamny brothers and sisters have you got!

Questions with no gquestion word
The answer 1o these -questions is Yesor No,
Areyou hot?  Yes. I am.No, T'm not.

Is she working?  Yes, she is./No, she isn't.
Does he smaoke? Yes, he does Mo, he doesn't.
Can you swim?  Yes, Lean./No, 1 can'l.

Form
Verb forms with an auxiliary verb
Pasitive Question
She is reading. Is she reading?
They are warching a film. | What are rhejf wa&:hmgz
She can drive. Can she drive?
Verb forms with no auxiliary verb
In the Present Srmplaand the Past Simple there is no auxiliary verb in
the posmve
“They live in London.
He arrived yesterday.
Dofdoesidid is used in the questivn.,
Do they live in London?
Where does Bill come from?




Unit 2

21 Present Simple

Form
Positive and negative
1
We live
You don’t live
They near here.
He lives
She doesn't live
It
Question
L
do we
you
Where they | jiver
he
does | she
it
Short answer
Do you like Peter? Yos, 1 do.
Does she speak Frenich? | No, she doesn’t.

Use

The Present Simple is used to express:
1 & habit.
I getup at 7.30,
Cinda smokes too much:
2 . a fact which is always trie.
Vegetarians don’t cat meat.
We come from Spain.

3 a fact which is true for a long time.

I live in Oxford.
She works in a bank.

2.1 Present Continuous

Form
amfistare + -ing (present participle)
Positive and negative

I m far)

' not

g s

P ism't working.

We ¥

You i (?tm]

They aren’

Question
lam |1
he
is she
What ir wearing? -
we
are | you
they
Short answer
Ane- yeu gomg’ ‘;'cs,l ap./No, I'm not. NOT Yes, Fe
Is Anna working? Yes, she is./No, she isn't. s, e

Use

The Present Continuous is used to express:
1 an activity happening now.
They"re playing football in the garden.
She can’t answer the phone becanse she’s washing her hair.
2 an activity happening around now, but perhaps not at the moment
of speaking. '
She’s studying maths at university.
I'm reading @ good book by Henry James,
3 aplanned future arrangement,
P'm meeting Miss Boyd at ten o'clock tomorrow.
What are you doing this evening?

2.3 Present Simple and Present Continucus

1 Look at the wrong sentences, and compare them with the correct
sentences.

Han.s is comimg from Germany,
Hans comes from Germany,

X i This is a great parey. Everyone has a good time.
{\"l‘hm is a great party. Everyone is having a gond time.

1read a.good baok at the moment.
'm reading:a good book at the moment.

2 There are some verbs that are usually used i the Present Simple
only. They express a state, Dot an activity.

7| Tlike Coke.
X | P'm liking Coke.

Other verbs like this are think, agree, understand, love,

e L




24 have/have got

Form
Pasitive.
I
W have
You | “vegot :
They iy sisters,
She | s got
Negative

I
We don’t have
You | haven't got

They ' any money.
He doesn't have
She hasn't got
Question
el 1
Do e Have | ™
e gaentn a2
they | haveacar? they | got acarf
he ; he
by she bt she
Short answer
- Do you have ncamam’ Yes, 1 daNo, I don't,
Have you got a camera? | Yes, [ have./No, [ haven't.

We can use contractions (e and %) with have got, but not with kave.
Pve got a sister.
1have a sister,  NOT Fae a sister.

Use

1 Haveand have got mean the same. Have gor is informal. We use it a
lot whegl wespmk,butnmwh&nwewrﬂe
Have you got a light?
The Prime Minister has a meetmg with the President today.
In American English, have + do/does is much more common.
ik Hap-e'md'hgwgw:_xﬁr'éss possession.

1 have

T've got -
Shebas. | GOSN o
Shes 8t | blond hair,
He has

He's got

3 When have + noun expresses an activity or a habit, heve and the
dofdoes/dor’t/doesn’s forms are used. Have gat is not used.
Bnmp::e these sentences.

T've got a shower in the morning.
‘T have a shower in the morning.
What time have you got lanch?
What time do you have lunch?

He has never got milk in his coffee.
He never has milk in his coffee.

0

o U

‘4 In the past tense, the got forms are unusual, Had with did and didn’t

is muich more common.
" 1 had a bicycle when I was young,
My parents had a lot of books in the house.
Did you have a nice weekend?
I dide’t have any money when ['was a student.

Unit 3

31 Past Simple
Spelling
I The normal rule is to add -ed.
worked  started
If the verb ends in -¢, add -d.
lived loved
2 If the verb has only one syllable + one vowel + one consonant;
- double the consonant.
stopped  planned
3 If the verb ends in a consomant + -y, change the -y to ~ied.
 studied carried
There are many common irregulas verbs. See the list on pl43,

Form
The form of the Past Simple is the same for all persons.

1
HefSheflt | finished
We arrived | yesterday.
You went
They
Negative

The negative of the Past Simple is formed with dida’t.
He wx}lq; e
T T
He didn't walkl |

Lo
He/She/It N
We didn't {did not) | arrive -
You
They
Qunhstmn
The question in the Past .Ehmple is formed with did.
She fimsh)pd
When |did she finish| |2
the
When did | 2% | arrive?

they
m'c

Short answer

Yes, | did.
No, it didn't.

Did you go to work y
Did it rain last night?.




Use

1 The Past Simple expresses a past action that is
now finished.
We played tennis last Sunday.
I'worked in Londen from 1994 to 1999,
John left two munutes ago.
2 Motice the time expressions that are used with
the Past Simple,

last year.
last month,

Fdid it | five years ago,
yesterday morning.
in 1985

3.2 Past Continuous

Form

wasfwere + -ing
(present participle)

Paositive and negative
1
He Wiy
She wasn't {was not)
I working.
We i
¥?_:‘év weren't [were not)
Question
I
L he
i she
What it doing?
we
were | you
they
Short answer 4
Were vou waorking Yes, I was,
yesterday?

‘Was she studying when No, she wasn't,
you arrived?

Use

1 The Past Continuous expresses a past activity

that has duration_
['met her while 1 was living in Paris,
You were making a lot of noise last night.
What were you deing?

2 The activity began before the action expressed
by the Past Simple.

She was making coffee when we arrived.
When 1 phoned Simon he was having
dinner.

3 The Past Continuous expresses an ackivity in
progress before, and probably after, a time in
the past.

When | weke up thiz morning, the sunwas
shining,
What were you deing at 8.00 last nightt

33 Past Simple and Past Continuous

I The Past Simple expresses past actions as simple facts.
I did my homework last mght.
“What did you do yesterday evening?’ T watched TV,
2 The Past Continuous gives past activities lime and duration. The
activity can be interrupted.
“What were you deing at 8.007" ‘I was watching TV
I'was doing my homework when Jane arrived.
3 Instories, the Past Continuous can describe the scene. The Past
Simple tells the action.
It was a beantiful day. The sun was shining and the birds were
singing, so we decided to go for a pienic. We put everything in the car ..
4 The questions below refer ta different time periods, The Past Continuous
asks about activities before, and the Past Simple.asks about what

happened after.
What were you doing ] ) + o | We were playing tennis.
What did you do WhiEn It Staind 6 int We went home.

34 Prepositions in time expressions

at in no preposition

at six o'clock in the morning/fafternoon/evening | today

at midnight in December yesterday

at Christnzas in surmimer tomorrow

at the weekend in 19495 the-day after tomorrow

= i two weeks' time the day before vesterday
last night

on Saturday Tast week

on Moenday morning twio weeks ago

on Christmas Day mext month

on January 18 yesterday evening
OMATTowW evening
this evening
tomight




Unit 4

4.1 Expressions of quantity

Count and uncount nouns

1 Itis important to understand the difference between count and
UDCO] oLn s,

Countnouns | Uncount nouns
acup water
agil sugar
an apple rilk
an egg music
a pound ey

“We can say three ¢ c.tq:\s, hwlgnfﬁ Lo pnwuis Wi can count them. We
cangiol Say & 1 ¥, We cannot count
them.

2 Count nouns can be singular ar plural,
This culns fulk,
These cups are empty.
Unecount nouns can only be b‘mgl.l}il'
The water is cold.
The weather u?i_l,{t‘r.ii?le;

much and many

I We use sch with uncount nouns in questions and negatives.
How misch money have you got?
There isn't much milk left.

2 We use many with count nouns i questions and negatives.
How many people were at the party?
[ didn't take many photos on holiday.

some and any

I Some is used in pesitive sentences..
- I'd like some sugar,
‘2 Amyis used in questions and negatives.

Is there any sugar in thistea?
Have you gotany brothers and sisters?
W don't have any washing-up liquid.
[ didn't buy any apples.

3 Wi use spme in questions that are requests or offers,
Can [ have some cake?
Would you like some tea? y

4 'The rules are the same for the compounds sonteone, anyihing,

ﬂnyﬁgﬂ;ﬁ‘sq‘mhir{we. ete.

Tve ot snmﬂilmghfor Yo
Hello? 1s an}rbacly ere?
These iso't anywhere Lo go.in my town,

afewand a little

1 We usea few with count nouns.

There are a few cigarettes Jeft, but not many.
2 We use o itle with uncount noeuns.

Can U give e a little help?

a lot/lots of

1 Weusea I'ofﬂm‘sf'af with both count and tncount nouns,
There's a lot of butter.
I've got lots-of friends. .
2 A lorflots of can be used in questions and negatives.
Are there lots of tourists in your country?
There isn't a lot of butter, but there’s enough.

4.1 Articles - a and the

I The indefinite article @ or an is used with singular, countable nouns

torefer toa t.hing or an idea for the first Fi'me..
We Have a cat and a dog.
 There’s a supermarket in Adam Street.

2 The definite article the is used with singular and plural, countable
and uncountable nouns when both the speaker and the listener
knosw the thing or idea already.

W have a cat and a dog. The cat is old, but the dog is just &
PUpPE

T'in going to the supermarket. Do you want anything? (We both
know which supermarket.)

Indefinite article

The indefinite article is used:

1 with professions.

I'm a teacher.
She's an architect.

2 with some expressions of quantity.

apairof  alittle acoupleof afew

3 in exclamations with what + a count noun.

What a lovely day!
‘What a pity!
Definite article
The definite article is used:
1 before seas, rivers, hotels, pubs, theatres, museums; and newspapers.
the Atlantic  the British Museum
The Times  the Ritz

2 if there is only one of something,
the sun  the Queen  the Government

3 with superlative adjectives:

He's the richest man in the world.
Janes the oldest in the class,

Noartide

There is no article:

I before plural and uneountable neuns when talking about things in
general. .
© 1like potatoes.

Milkis good for you, I
2 before countries, towns, streets, languages, niagazines, meals,
airports, stations, and mountaing, : '
1 had lunch with John.
I bought Cosmopolitan a1 Paddington Station.
3 before some places and with some forms of transport..

athome  mftobed avo work atito school/university
by bus by plane  bycar bytrain  on foot

She goes to work by bus.
I was at home vesterday cvening,
4 inexclamations with what + an uncount noan,

What beautiful weather!
What lond music!

‘Note

In the phrase go home, there is no articleand no pmpwmcn
T went home early. NOT  Jwenitodheome.




