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Each unit includes certain subjects. This unit deals with the

following subjects:

Present tenses . Simple or continuous ? Passive Sport
Numbers and dates
TEST YOUR GRAMMAR Look at the pairs of sentences .
Which one is correct ? Why ?
1. They have a teenage son . They're having a teenage son .
2. She speaks five languages . She's speaking five languages .
3. Don't turn off the TV ! | watch it . Don't turn off the TV | I'm watching it .
4.0hno !ltrains. Oh no ! It's raining .
5. We're thinking opera is boring . We think opera is boring .

6. English speaks all over the world . English is spoken all over the world .
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WHAT MAKES PEOPLE HAPPY ?

Present tenses

e Look at the ingredients for happiness .

e How important is each one to you ? very important = not important
e abig house

e regular holidays

e asupportive family

e |ots of friends

e good health in mind and body

e job satisfaction

¢ aloving marriage

e hobbies and leisure activities

® NO Mmoney worries

2. What do you think is the happiest time of a person's life when they are

young or when they are old ? Why ?
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Simple or continuous ?

Present Continuous

The present continuous (also called present progressive) is a verb tense
which is used to show that an ongoing action is happening now, either at the
moment of speech or now in a larger sense. The present continuous can also
be used to show that an action is going to take place in the near future. Read

on for detailed descriptions, examples, and present continuous exercises.
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Present Continuous Forms

The present continuous is formed using am/is/are + present participle.
Questions are indicated by inverting the subject and am/is/are. Negatives are

made with not.

2 What did Jeff say? Complete the sentences.

« Statement: You are watching TV. LT _'m_ _paid good money - $60,000 a year. And I often
— $50 a week in tips.
. Question: Are you watching TV? 2 it“_()““_ at 2.00 a.m. The first newspaper _____
31 a red Chevy Blazer and the newspapers ____
« Negative: You are not watching TV. into the back.
4 1 ___ the peace and quiet,
5 Occasionally, I _____ a jogger.
6 Tusually _ _ homeby 7.00 am,
7 My wife at the University of lowa.
8 Somedays] ____ my kids’ baseball team, other daysI _____ golf.
9 1_____also_____ for my master’s degree at the moment.
I —_ beamarriage counsellor.
10 Some people ____ it’s not much of a job, but, hey, when they
i Inanoffee Y. ogolf
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Passive Sport ( passive sentence)
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The passive voice is used in English to bring the attention to the person

or item which is affected by the action. In general speech, the sentence is
formed as an active voice, where the performer of the action comes first and
is served as the subject of the verb. While the person or item which is
affected by the action is served as the object of the verb. In contrast, the

object regarding the passive voice comes first in the sentence.

Numbers and dates
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5,084 = five thousand (and) eighty four

2,860 = two thousand eight hundred (and) sixty

470,000 = four hundred (and) seventy thousand
2,550,000 = two million, five hundred (and) fifty thousand
3,000,000,000 = three billion

Note: There is no plural -s after hundred, thousand, million, and billion
when these words are part of a number. By themselves, they can be

plural, e.g., thousands of people; millions of insects

Ordinal numbers and dates :

We write March 4 (or March 4th), but say March ( the ) fourth or the
fourth of March.
1905 = nineteen oh five.

2010 = two thousand (and) ten or twenty ten.
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