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  الثالثةمحتوى المحاضرة 

  

Final Consonant Cluster 

Here we find the possibility of up to four consonants at the end of a 
word. If there is no final consonant we say that there is a zero coda. 
When there is one consonant only, this is called the final consonant. 
Any consonant may be a final consonant except h, w, j. 

Final Two-Consonant Cluster: Two sorts 

 
1. one being a final consonant preceded by a pre-final consonant: The 

pre-final consonants form a small set: m, n, N, l, s. We can see these 
in 'bump' bVmp, 'bent' bent, 'bank' b{Nk, 'belt' belt, 'ask' a:sk. 

2. and the other a final consonant followed by a post-final consonant: 
The post-final consonants also form a small set: s, z, t, d, T; example 
words are: 'bets' bets, 'beds' bedz, 'backed' baekt, 'bagged' b{gd, 
'eighth' eItT. 

 
 

Final Three-Consonant Cluster: Two Types 

1- the first is pre-final plus final plus post-final, as set out in the 
following table: 
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2- The second type shows that more than one post-final consonant can 
occur in a final cluster: final plus post-final 1 plus post-final 2. Post-
final 2 is again one of s, z, t, d, T. 

 

 

 

 

Final Four-Consonant Clusters 

 
Most four-consonant clusters can be analysed as consisting of a final 
consonant preceded by a pre-final and followed by post-final 1 and 
post-final 2, as shown below: 

 

 

 

A small number of cases seem to require a different analysis, as 
consisting of a final consonant with no pre-final but three post-final 
consonants: 
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