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Two-syllable words @AU 1« ExT

In the case of simple two-syllable words, either the first or the second syllable will be stressed - not both. There 1s a
general tendency for verbs to be stressed nearer the end of a word and for nouns to be stressed nearer the
beginning. We will look first at verbs. If the final syllable 1s weak, then the first syllable 1s stressed. Thus:

'enter’ 'ento 'open’ 'aupan
'envy' 'envi ‘equal’ :kwal

A final syllable is also unstressed if it contains au (e.g. 'follow' 'folau, ‘borrow' 'borav).
If the final syllable is strong, then that syllable 1s stressed even if the first syllable is also strong. Thus:

apply' a'plai ‘attract’ o'traekt Totate’ rau'tert
'arrive’ a'rarv assist’ a's1st 'maintain’ mein'ten

Two-syllable simple adjectives are stressed according to the same rule, giving:

lovely" 'lavli 'divine' di'vain
'even' 'i;van 'correct' ka'rekt
'hollow' hnlau ‘alive' 2'larv

As with most stress rules, there are exceptions; for example: 'honest' 'pnist, ‘perfect’ 'p3:fikt, both of which end
with strong syllables but are stressed on the first syllable.



Nouns require a dfferent rul: stress will fall on the first syllable unless the fistsyllable 1 weak and the
second syllble 15 srong, Thus;

money'man dvan' dl'ven
roduct prodakt —beloon'be'u
loryox oermks~ design'dzam

(ther two-sylable words such as adverbs sem to behve ke verbs and adjectives,

Three-syllable words

Here we find a more complicated picture. One problem is the difficulty of identifying three-syllable words which
are indisputably simple. In simple verbs, if the final syllable is strong, then it will receive primary stress. Thus:

‘entertain' enta'tern 'resurrect reza'rekt

If the last syllable is weak, then it will be unstressed, and stress will be placed on the preceding (penultimate)
syllable if that syllable is strong, Thus:

‘encounter’ in'kaunta 'determine 'd1'ts:min
[f both the second and third syllables are weak, then the stress falls on the initial syllable:

‘parody ‘parad; ‘monitor' 'monita



Nouns require a slightly different rle. The general tendency is for stress to fall on the first syllable unless it 13
weak. Thus:

‘quantity’ 'kwontali ‘cmperor 'empara
‘eustody’ katadi ‘enmity’ 'enmati

However, in words with a weak first svllable the stress comes on the next syllable:
'mimosa'mi'mausza ‘disaster' di'za:sta
'potato’ pa'tertau 'synopsis' sINbpsis
When a three-syllable noun has a strong final syllable, that syllable will not usually recerve the main stress:

"Intellect' 'intalekt 'marigold' 'mErigauld
"alkali' ‘alkalar ‘stalactite’ 'stazlaktan

Adjectives seem to need the same rule, to produce stress patterns such as:
‘opportune’ ‘ppatjun insolent’ 'msalant

‘derelict 'deralikt ‘anthropoid” 'Enlrapad

The above rules certainly do not cover all English words. They
apply only to major categories of lexical words (nouns, verbs and
adjectives in this chapter), not to function words such as articles and
prepositions.



