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  الثانية عشر محتوى المحاضرة 

  

Complex words are of two major types : 

1. words made from a basic stem word with addition of an affix. 

2.compound words. which are made of two (or occasionally more) 
independent English words (e.g. 'ice-cream', 'armchair’). 

Affixes:  

Affixes are of two sorts in English : prefixes, which come before the 
stem (e.g. prefix 'un-' + stem Pleasant' – 'unpleasant’) and suffixes, 
which come after the stem (e.g. stem 'good' + suffix '-ness;- 
'goodness'). 

 

Affixes will have one of three possible types of word stress: 

a) The affix itself receives the primary stress (e.g.'semi- '+'circle' 's:kl 
–> 'semicircle' 'semis:kl; '-ality'+'person' 'p:sn – 'personality' 
p:sn'ælti).  

b) The word is stressed just as if the affix was not there (e.g.'pleasant', 
'pleznt, 'unpleasant’ Ʌn'pleznt, 'market' 'm:kt, 'marketing', ‘m:kitiŋ). 

c) The stress remains on the stem, not the affix, but is shifted to a 
different syllable (e.g. 'magnet''mægnt, 'magnetic' mæg'netk). 

 

Suffixes  

Suffixes carrying primary stress themselves. If the stem consists of 
more than one syllable there will by a secondary stress on one of the 
syllables of the stem. This cannot fall on the last syllable of the stem, 
and is, if necessary, moved to an earlier syllable. For example, in 
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'japan' /dʒəˈpan/ the primary stress is on the last syllable , but when 
we add the stress-carrying suffix '-ese' the primary stress is on the 
suffix and the secondary stress is placed not on the second syllable but 
on the first: 'Japanese' /dʒapəˈniːz/ 

 

 

 

 
• Suffixes that do not affect stress placement 
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Suffixes that influence stress in the stem 

 

 

 
 

 


