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A narrative essay tells a story. In most cases, 
this is a story about a personal experience you had.
This type of essay, along with the descriptive essay,
allows you to get personal and creative, unlike 
most academic writing.. 

A narrative essay is a way of testing your ability to 
tell a story in a clear and interesting way. You’re 
expected to think about where your story begins 
and ends, and how to convey it with eye-catching 
language and a satisfying pace.

These skills are quite different from those needed 
for formal academic writing. For instance, in a 
narrative essay the use of the first person “I” is 
encouraged, as is the use of figurative language, 
dialogue, and suspense.

INSTRUCTIONS TO WRITE AN 
EXCITING STORY
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1. Events should relate in the order in which they 
happen .

2. Your first paragraph should set the scene.

3. The most exciting part of your story should come
at the end to keep the reader in suspense.

4. Don’t spoil your story by telling the most 
interesting part of it in the first sentence or 
paragraph.

THE GENERAL OUTLINE FOR 
STORIES

A. Before the event ( Background).
B.The event (Development).
C.After the event ( Conclusion).

PLANNING

1. PLAN: Make a full detailed plan ( a guide) . 
2. Write few ideas under each heading. 
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3. Try to decide what the main event that can 
build your story around it. 

4. Ignore your plan if a more interesting way 
of developing your story suddenly occurs to
you after you have begun writing . 
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