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It considers grammar to be It is concerned with how a collection of prescriptive Definition
a system of rules that elements of a sentence such rules and concepts about
generate exactly all as morphemes, phonemes, the structure of language.

grammatical sentences in  phrases, clauses and parts of Speakers and writers are

a given language and .Speech are put together forced to follow a certain
involves the use of defined set of rules that were
rules (called derived and established
transformations) to .according to Latin Models

produce new sentences

from basic existing ones



Descriptive Descriptive Prescriptive Type
Speech as the most Writing and Speech both as  Written form as the most Focus
important aspect of important aspects of important aspect of language

language language



The transformational grammarian is not content

with describing what he finds in corpus of

sentences collected from native speakers. He feels
that his grammar should enable one to produce all

the sentences of a language, and he is as

interested in possible sentences as he is in the
ones actually recorded. The transformationalist is
more concerned with the system that underlies
the language than he is with the actual speech of
an individual at any given time. It is language (the
underlying system), not actual speech output, that
is of primary interest to the transformationalist. A

transformational grammarian is interested in the

speaker’'s competence, or knowledge of the

language, rather than in his performance, or the

.actual use of it

Followers of this approach
felt that it was necessary to
study the structure of a
language as objectively as
possible without reference
to any other language, and
they felt that meaning was a
poor guide to the analysis of
structure. They attempted
to analyze a corpus of
sentences collected from
native speakers of English in
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The purpose of Focus
the early
grammars of
English was not to
provide an
accurate
description of the
language, but
rather to serve as
a basis for the
study of Latin

.grammar



terms of structure rather

than meaning










