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Lecture No (7). 

 Revolution and war  Subject/                                                                                                     

 War and Revolution War and revolution are interactions of collective 

violence. They are the big “crash and bang” problems of IR, creating vast 

amounts of devastation and misery. War today is a constant activity, 

feeling more and more like a fact of life, but it is a problem that could 

potentially destroy all human civilization on earth and produce the near 

extinction of the human species. One thermonuclear weapon can 

incinerate all of France, or Texas. The great powers have thousands of 

these weapons built for a global thermonuclear war. Revolutions are a 

great problem of violence too. They spring up from the bottom of nations 

and boil over into international relations as every revolution creates a 

counter-revolution staged from and by foreign nations. War and 

revolution are ancient problems. They spread across international systems 

like fire, drawing everyone into the collective violence. Must they 

persist? What are their causes? Do they emerge from the violent nature of 

human beings? Or perhaps they follow from unjust and ideologically 
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aggressive governments? If there were a world government with a world 

army capable of protecting all, wars, formally speaking, could be put into 

history; but civil war (war within one state) and revolution, these would 

not be ruled out.[12] Such is war and revolution as international problems 

of violent interaction                                          . 

 But war and revolution are relations too. When we IR students study 

them we are not only interested in the war capacities, strategies and 

tactics of warring states. We are interested in them as relations too. The 

state of war can exist without actual violence taking place, as a state of 

the relations amongst the nations. A declaration of war or revolution, or 

the suspicion of the intent to war or revolution, creates the state of war or 

revolution before the fighting breaks out. The big international problems 

of war and revolution, apparently as old as humankind, are states of 

relations amongst humankind that the student of IR hopes to help 

humankind avoid, in a search for the state of peace. The intellectuals of 

the Warring States period of ancient China developed a loose consensus 

that political unity was the solution to the state of war, the creation of one 
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state out of many. During the Enlightenment period of Europe, the 

philosopher Immanuel Kant proposed a different solution, in his essay 

Perpetual Peace. Kant thought that if all states were republics, there 

would be no cause for war. Today, the idea has been developed into what 

we call „Democratic Peace Theory‟, the empirically supported belief that 

a state of peace exists between democracies. In practice, this state of 

peace amongst democracies is a going social fact, but the problem of war 

between democracies and non-democracies has still not been solved. 
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