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GEOMORPHOLOGICAL UNITS
The landforms of the Western Desert are grouped in six major units related to the agents

and processes contributing to their development. The units are:

1- Units of Structural – Denudational Origin

Four types of landforms are developed within this type, these are:

- Plateaus

Plateaus form one of the widest landforms of the Western Desert, because of its structural 
position within the Stable Shelf. 

The plateaus are surface formed during past geological periods on variable rocks. 

Some of the plateaus represent contact surfaces between geological formations; others are 
formed on members within geological formations.

The Ga`ara Uplift had suffered continuous uplifting, faulting and erosion since Maastrichtian till 
Late Tertiary. 

The aforementioned processes had exposed old formations on the surface and

developed the plateaus on their surfaces. 

The plateaus form belts of crescentic shape around the trough of Ga`ara Depression from the 
south.

The extension of the plateaus towards north terminates at a line of E – W direction, which runs 
nearly parallel to the axis of the Ga`ara Depression. 

The plateaus are listed hereinafter according to their age of exposure to denudation.:-


























