
An Introductory English Grammar  
Norman C. Stageberg (1981) 

Second Year 

 

Name of the Course: Syntax  

The ninth lecture : Basic Sentence Patterns  

Second Semester 2018-2019  

Department of English  

College of Education for Humanities –University of Anbar  

Dr. Hutheifa Yousif Turki  



Parts of Speech: Positional classes  

 Nominal: Certain positions are characteristically the 
habitation of nouns (SV, SC, DO, IO, OC, OP, RO). 

 

 

 But occupancy of these positions does not positively 
identify nouns because words of other form-classes can 
occupy them as well.  

 



  Examples: 

The rich live on the bay. 

Here the SV slot is occupied by an adjective “rich” 



Verbals  

 Verbals: are those firms that occupy verb positions. 

 








