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The Collar 

I struck the board, and cry’d, No more. 

I will abroad. [travel] 

What? shall I ever sigh and pine? [pine: long for, miss] 

My lines and life are free; free as the road, 

Loose as the winde, as large as store. 

Shall I be still in suit? 

Have I no harvest but a thorn 

To let me blood, and not restore 

What I have lost with cordiall fruit? 

Sure there was wine 

Before my sighs did dry it: there was corn 

Before my tears did drown it. 

Is the year only lost to me? 

Have I no bays to crown it? [bays: اكليل الغار ] 

No flowers, no garlands gay? all blasted? [garlands: اكليل زهور ] 

All wasted? 

Not so, my heart: but there is fruit, 

And thou hast hands. 

Recover all thy sigh-blown age [lost times] 

On double pleasures: leave thy cold dispute [meaningless argument] 

Of what is fit and not. Forsake thy cage,[metaphor] 

Thy rope of sands, [metaphor] 

Which petty thoughts have made, and made to thee 

Good cable, to enforce and draw, 

And be thy law, 

While thou didst wink and wouldst not see. 

Away; take heed: 

I will abroad. 

Call in thy deaths head there: tie up thy fears. 

He that forbears 

To suit and serve his need, 

Deserves his load. 

But as I raved and grew more fierce and wild 

At every word, 

Me thoughts I heard one calling, Child! 

And I reply’d, My Lord. 

 

The Collar: Commentary  



The speaker of this poem is the poet himself. It expresses the' severe conflict the 

poet felt when he was a priest whether to go out and enjoy worldly life as any 

other young man or to remain in the church as a priest. The poem is a dramatic 

monologue written at a moment of rebellion against the church and its 

regulations. The speaker expresses his anger and his decision to leave the 

church service. He strikes the board of church regulations in anger deciding to 

go out. He says that his life in the church is a life of suffering and sadness while 

life outside is free and full of pleasures "as large as store". It is fruitless to 

remain in the church "in suit" as if he harvests nothing but thorns that make his 

hands bleed.  

He remembers the past when there were "wine" and "corn" as symbols of the 

pleasures of life but all is lost to him now in the church. However, he decides to 

go out and enjoy himself on double pleasure to compensate for the lost years in 

the church; to leave the "cold dispute" (the meaningless argument) describes the 

church as a cage or a prison to which he is tied with a "rope of sands" which 

suggests that this tie is weak and can be broken easily. and he However, in the 

climax of his revolt, when he makes up his mind to go out: Away, take heed; I 

will abroad. He hears the voice of God rebuking him for his disobedience, 

calling him "Child!" and he replies "My Lord!". He submits himself to the will 

of God and remains in the Church.  

Themes:  

The main theme of this poem is the personal conflict of the poet himself. It is a 

record of a certain period in Herbert's life when he thought of leaving church 

service to lead a life of pleasure outside. The other theme is the relationship 

between man and God. Form and Language: This poem is a dramatic 

monologue which is completely different from Herbert's other poems in being 

irregular. However, this irregularity is strongly related to the conflict inside the 

poet. It corresponds to the state of anger and revolt. This irregularity reflects 

this conflict and anger.  

However, when the poet hears the voice of God at the end of the poem, the last 

four lines become rather regular; they have regular rhyme-scheme like a 

quatrain. This suggests that by submitting himself to the will of God, order is 

restored to his life. The language of the poem is highly metaphorical. The main 

metaphors are the cage (the church), the thorn, wine, corn, bays, fløwers, 

garlands, fruit, rope of sands and the cable. As for "the collar" it is the main 



conceit in the poem though it is mentioned only in the title. The collar may have 

two meanings: the collar worn by priests in the church and the ring which is put 

round the neck of a wild dog or animal to be tied from it by a rope. Hence the 

title 76 

 

https://poemanalysis.com/george-herbert/the-collar 

Another detailed explanation is available in this link. 
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