
(5) 
Subject verb restrictions 

 

The relation between the verb and subject in the 

sentence required specific restrictions for the subject, 

for example: 

 

The coffee prayed 

Those ants talked to me 

The umbrella coughed 

A door sneezed 

The above examples have nonhuman subjects and 

their verbs require human subjects. 

-There are some features for the nouns 
1- to represent human, we say (+human) and the 
nonhuman will be (-human). 
 
2-Another feature is whether the noun refers to human or 
animal,the feature will be used is (+animate) and 
(-animate) 
 
3-The feature of being a concrete or abstract noun will be 
(+concrete) and (-concrete) for the abstract noun that is 
not a concrete one. 
 
So, for example, I will ask you give me the features of the 
noun (virtue) according to its relation with a verb. 
The features are (-human) (-animate) (-concrete) 
 
 
For example: 



The woman prayed 

Those children talked to me 

My uncle coughed 

There are some features for the noun to represent 

human, we say +human and the nonhuman will be 

-human. 

Another feature is whether the noun refers to human 

or animal,the feature will be used is +animate and 

-animate 

The feature of being a concrete or abstract noun will 

be +concrete and -concrete 


