Crown & bridge

Lecture: 10                                                                        
Effects of tooth loss:

      If any tooth is lost, future problem will arise in the neighboring teeth, and skeletal and muscular components of the face.
1. Drift of the neighboring teeth: 

      If any tooth is extracted, the adjacent teeth will drift to the extracted tooth's space. This will lead to loss of contact between the existing teeth, and future caries. Excessive drifting will cause the gingival proximal area difficult to clean, therefore gingival inflammation and recession might occur.

2. Over eruption of the opposing teeth: 

      Due to loss of a tooth, the occluding tooth in the opposing jaw will over erupt until it occludes again, either with the other opposing teeth or the alveolar ridge. This eruption will cause root exposure in the cervical part of the roots.

3. Occlusal malalignement: 
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      Disturbance in the intercuspation of the teeth due to loss of a tooth will cause muscle spasm and pain in the TMJ.

Reasons for treating tooth loss: 

1- Esthetics restoration.

2- Restoring function.

3- Resolve pain in the muscles and TMJ.

4- Maintenance of dental health.

5- Restoring speech.

Types of bridges: 
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1. Fixed-fixed bridge: 

      All the components of this bridge are fixed at the connector area.

2. Fixed-movable bridge: 
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      The bridge is divided into 2 segments and they are joined in a movable connector which is a slot or a dove tail. This type of bridge is used when there is no alignment in the path of insertion of the abutments.

3. Spring bridge:
      This bridge consist of a retainer usually a premolar, along palatal bar and a pontic far away from the abutment tooth, it's used when there are spaced anterior teeth.
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4. Cantilever bridge:
     This bridge consist of a pontic fixed to one retainer, the pontic size must be small in relation to abutment tooth so that the bridge can withstand the masticatory forces.
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